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Abstract

Since its founding in 1965, as the single largest federal agency that provides direct support for
the arts, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) has been at the forefront of national
discussion on public support for the arts as the expected role of public funding for the arts and
thus the arts policy at the federal level has been in gradual change over the past half a century.
The federal cultural policy, embodied by the NEA, has shifted its focus during the turbulent
years of the 1990s from the creation of art through directly endorsing cutting-edge arts activities,
to more community-based arts activities that ensured broader access to the arts for all
Americans, placing emphasis upon diversity, education, research, and regional equality. The
policy change, brought forward by Congress, prompted the NEA to take an array of corrective
actions in an effort to simply survive and remain relevant to the constituency that it serves.

This paper intends to examine the magnitude to which the political framework for the federal
arts policy has changed between 1995 through 2014, and the impact that it has had upon the
ways in which the NEA restructured itself, while assessing the implications of the NEA's
directional change for the arts communities across the United States. Further, this paper seeks to
reveal such implications through both quantitative and qualitative approaches with the former
surveying the NEA grants data along with other statistics pertaining to the U.S. support structure
for the arts, and the latter conducting interviews with a variety of arts organizations including
the NEA and non-profit artist groups to obtain insights into the degree to which the policy

changes have affected the arts creation and support structure for the arts as a whole.

[key words] federal arts policy, National Endowment for the Arts, direct support for the arts,
community-based art, arts education, arts administration, State Arts Agencies, non-profit arts

organizations, Culture War
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