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Policy evaluation can utilize a variety of research designs.

Design 1
Before vs. After
Preprogram Paostprogram

.A,‘,

Ao

Time
® A, - A, = Estimated Program Effect

Design 3
With vs. Without Program

Preprogram

/A?
|5,
l

Postprogram

Ac/
8,

Time

® A has Program; B does not.
® (A, - A,) - (8, - B,) = Estimated
Program Effect.

Design 2
Projected vs. Postprogram

Preprogram Postprogram
E
A, Actual
am g 4
Trend Line T L A, Projected
g from
Trend Line

Time
® A, - A,=Estimated Program Effect

Design 4
The Classic Research Design:
Control vs. Experimental Groups

Preprogram Postprogram
>l
A‘A-—-" By

B,

Time

® A has Program; 8 does not.
& A and B identical in preprogram period.
® A, - B,=Estimated Program Effect

o Or difference between A and B in
rate of change equals Estimated
Program Effect.

1-2-1 A > /%7 DA EDH]
HFAT : Thomas R. Dye. Understanding Public Policy
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